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Mapping Strange Assemblages 

“A series of encounters run by current 
and former LCC students who will pro-
vide performative educational experi-
ences for visitors attending the exhibi-
tion. This ‘Band of Students’ will help 
visitors critically map out the multiple 
territories of the exhibition. They will 
manage and operate a number of dai-
ly and weekly provocative events that 
respond to the ideas, work and spac-
es involved. They, the BoS, will act as 
guides to create ‘lines of flight’ as they 
flow through the show. Let them enter-
tain you and entangle you in their as-
semblage of mappings.”

-- Mark Ingham

Exhibition

15 September – 17 October 2018 
Launch Night: Wed 19 Sep, 6-9pm 
11am-7pm Mondays to Fridays 
11am-4pm Saturdays 
Closed Sundays 

Free and open to all.
This year the Design School at London 
College of Communication activates 
a new manifesto – a call to action that 
is never closed and is always in flux. It 
will be uncovering new directions in ser-
vice design and celebrating the launch 
of a new research platform called Su-
pra Systems Studio, which interrogates 
the politics of networked technologies. 
Explore the College’s galleries and the 
spaces between. Immerse yourself in 
open processes, research and experi-
ments that respond to the current con-
dition of intense activity and accelerated 
change where ‘Everything Happens So 
Much’, part of London Design Festival.



Performance Workbook

Open to interpretation, this performance 
workbook is a collection of performative 
instructions dedicated to the project 
“Mapping Strange Assemblages” co-
ceived by Dr. Mark Ingham with help 
from Rosie Allen during London Design 
Festival, as part of the Design School 
Public Programme 2018.

Contributors:

Parrr Geng
Rosie Allen
Will Durrant
Gabriella Rosa Bertin
Penina Zeltser
Dr. Mark Ingham

Written and Designed by:

Parrr Geng

Performers:

Band of Students from 
London College of Communication.
And you.





Improvised Body Movement

Point your fingers, elbows, and knees to
Direct your line of vision towards
Focus your mind on

these invisible dots aligned 
on the outlines of the surrounding space
and the edges of the exhibited objects
and the shapes of the passers-by

Again and again and again

---
Location: Upper Gallery, these two story walls, the bridge 
above Well Gallery, the corridor between the Well Gallery 
and the Atrium Gallery
Duration: 1 hour



The Stillness

Stand still, blindfolded or eyes wide open,
in the middle of Upper Gallery,
or by the Lower Gallery, 
or next to the entrance,
or facing towards a tall wall. 

---
Location: Own choice
Duration: 1 hour



The Hibernation

The whole body is
curling up or lying flat
on the floor
on the staircase
on the library tables

while people constantly pass by, pacing
perhaps some would stop to look
perhaps they feel invited to join

The eye of a tornado

---
Location: At the centre of the busiest space during the 
busiest time
Duration: 2 hours



Swinging, running, shouting

Holding up a piece of flag
with the Design School Manifesto 
printed/written on it

Running alongside the crowd
Manoeuvering through the exhibition space

---
Location: Outside the entrance
Duration: 2 minutes, intermittent or once every 15 
minutes. Starting from the moment when people start to 
queue up at the entrance until the end of the first hour of 
the opening.
Notes: Approach the people in the queue with confident 
eye contact.



Sing it

Be it a single person, or a choir
sing out loud or whisper
a song of the Design School Manifesto

---
Location 1: By Lower Gallery, facing people as they enter 
the building.
Location 2: The corridor between the Well Gallery and 
the Atrium Gallery. It would be ideal if 5-10 people 
stand at each side of the corridor, so the audience has to 
squeeze past the choir to temporarily experience some 
intimate space.
Duration: 5 minutes



Shouting

A group of performers gathering together
shouting the sentences of the Design School 
Manifesto.

Repeat.

---
Location: In front of the Typo Café window
Duration: 10-20 minutes



Mirror

Hold a piece of mirror
to show the audience to itself.

---
Location(s): Anywhere, walking around with the mirror.
Duration: 10-20 minutes



Smell I

Collect smells you often encounter in LCC
during the first month
during the first year
throughout your study

What are they?

---
Location: London College of Communication
Duration: Not defined



Smell II

Form a group.
Smell each other. 

---
Location: Upper Gallery
Duration: 10 minutes



Listen

Listen to someone’s first day of university, 
and his/her breath while talking.

---
Location(s): Own choice
Duration: about 15 minutes at the first day of Freshers’ 
week 



Hug

Choose a spot where you feel most connected 
with the surrounding space. 
Sit down and receive hugs, blindfolded.

---
Location: Own choice
Duration: 2 hours



Touch

Form a group of willing performers
Touch each other

---
Locations: Upper Gallery
Duration: 10 minutes



Breathe

Breathe into and out of each others’ noses.

---
Location(s): Own choice
Duration: As long as you can 



Follow Exercise I

Form a group
Whatever the person in front of you does
repeat his/her body movement 
and follow 
and repeat

---
Location(s): Exhibition spaces, or outside the University
Duration: 15 minutes



Follow Exercise II

Choose someone that you’re intrigued by
follow this person
without being noticed

Everyday for a week

---
Location(s): London College of Communication
Duration: 30 minutes



LCC Staff I

Walk to every LCC staff you meet 
at a chosen day
Greet them and ask them a question
and say ‘Thank you’.

---
Location(s): London College of Communication
Duration: Not defined



LCC Staff II

Make a small drawing or tiny sculpture
as a present
for those lovely helpful LCC Staff you find
one or two or as many as you like

---
Location(s): London College of Communication
Duration: Anytime



Vulnerability

Wear a paper suit 
which covers you head to toe
tear it off and break it into small pieces

and shout “vulnerability is strength”
repeat the phrase

---
Location(s): Upper Gallery
Duration: 1 hour



Repeat

Use a chalk 
to draw an outline on the ground
following the edges of the LCC building

repeat with a new line 
alongside the previous one
repeat until the groud is covered

---
Location(s): Outside the building
Duration: 1 hour



Languages

Find out how many native languages are 
spoken in LCC
Learn a sentence/short story/the Design 
School Manifesto narrated in each of them

Translate the Design School Manifesto
into a language of your choice

---
Location(s): London College of Communication
Duration: Not defined


















